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Reading @ the Crossroads II...  

The Power of Dreams!  

Some experiences in life you just cannot wait to try again... Reading @ 

the Crossroads is one of them.  Two years ago, the Galesburg Public 

Schools Foundation asked representatives of the middle schools two 

questions:  What do you, as teachers, dream about providing your 

students?  What do your students need?   

 

With well established goals in hand, a steering committee set out to 

create a yearlong focus on reading and writing across the curriculum.  

The results exceeded all expectations. Two authors made 

presentations and inspired the students.  The literature of Christopher 

Paul Curtis & Harriette Gillem Robinet was presented, read, and shared 

by students, teachers and community members who took their time to 

read and discuss the books and historical moments woven throughout 

the text.  

 

This highly successful program involved the entire 

community  and spoke volumes about the value of 

literacy.  The Galesburg Register Mail ran stories 

of Galesburgõs history relevant to the times in the 

books read & students expressed themselves in 

many different medias.  They wrote and recorded 

ads for the radio; published their own òKids Pageó 

in the newspaper; read poetry at a local coffee 

shop; made collages, pencil drawings and board 

games.  In the end, their works were judged and a 

56 page Anthology was published with the works 

of 117 students.   

 

In a memo,  Joel Estes, Assistant Superintendent of 

Schools called the Reading @ the Crossroads òone of the most 

successful curriculum initiative in District #205 history.ó   

 

Thanks to our donors, the Galesburg Public Schools Foundation, is 

proud & excited to again offer $10,000 for Reading @ the Crossroads 

II .  It is too early to give details, except that those well -defined goals, 

along with the enthusiasm and dedication for this project, remain 

strong.  We hope you are as pleased with this project as we are and 

find it to be an excellent use of your generous donations. This dream 

would not have become a reality without your support!  
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Illinois Reading Council Annual Conference...  
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Every spring teachers, especially those directly involved with literacy, look forward to the Illinois Reading 

Councilõs Annual Conference.  The Illinois Reading Councilõs website states that they are òamong the  

most vital Literacy organizations in the country.ó   Their stated mission òis to provide support and 

leadership to educators as they promote and teach lifelong literacy.ó   

 

This year the Foundationõs Reading @ the Crossroads I initiative will be presented 

at the conference.  Several members of the original steering committee will make the 

presentation on March 14th in Springfield from 1:45PM to 2:45PM.  But waité.it gets 

even better!  Christopher Paul Curtis , our Reading @ the Crossroads I featured 

speaker, will also be at the conference and has agreed to be part of the presentation.  

 

Congratulations to the Reading @ the Crossroads I steering committee  - -  they 

have served the foundation, our community and most of all, our students well!  

Their dedication, professionalism, creativity and enthusiasm for learning was, and 

remains, a beacon for our student to follow.  The Foundation thanks you for your generous gift of time 

and talents.  A special thank you also goes out to the Illinois Reading Council for their support of our 

Reading @ the Crossroads initiative.  

 

 

This year the Foundation took another step in helping provide our donors and supporters with more 

information by setting up a web -site.   Our new web address is: www.gburgpsf.org .    

 

With help from Beth Anne Eisemann along with set up 

and design work from Dave Shaver of  D.A. Shaver 

Graphics & Web Design, we were able to produce an 

attractive and easily navigated web -site.  

The site is filled with information about the 

Foundationõs history, our board and staff, along with 

the many different projects we have funded.   

Scholarships and memorials are listed as well as a 

photo gallery.  

 

Alumni and interested folks from across the country 

have contacted us with information requests and 

donations.  

 

We invite you to visit our siteé.see the good things 

  your dollars have provided for our students!  

 

 

 

Weõd like to thank all those that choose to make the Galesburg Public Schools Foundation the recipient 

of their friends and loved ones memorial donations.   This yearõs memorial donations were made in the 

names of Furry, Hawkinson, Erffmeyer and Lew.  These monies are used to help our students in many 

different ways.  Our condolences are extended to the family members for their loss and appreciate them 

thinking of us.  

 

 

 

The Foundation is pleased to announce a new $500 scholarship for Galesburg High School.  The Wanda 

B. Sargent Memorial Art Scholarship is available to a worthy student who plans on continuing their 

education in the art field.   A special thanks to Jeanne Purman for thinking of GHS students with this 

scholarship in her motherõs name. 

 

Christopher Paul Curtis 

Foundationôs new website home page 

 


