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The Galesburg Public Schools Foundation was pleased to help fund a 
presentation & workshop at the October teacher’s institute day 
featuring Kim Bearden, co-founder of the Ron Clark Academy (RCA).  
Bearden - Best Selling Author of Crash Course: Life Lessons My 
Students Taught Me, executive 
director & language arts teacher - 
is an award-winning educator of 
almost thirty years. Her unique 
combination of innovation, 
discipline, and creativity ensures 
that every student is engaged in 
the learning process! 
 

Bearden delivered an inspiring 
message to District 205 teachers 
drawing from her teaching career 
— she has been a teacher, 
instructional lead teacher, 
curriculum director, school board member, staff development trainer 
and middle school principal.  Known for her creativity, she spoke about  
how curriculum can be taught in innovative and inspiring ways...her 
classrooms are often transformed into a beach, Mt. Olympus, a poetry 
coffeehouse or a mountain retreat and her students have experienced 
thunderstorms, an Italian restaurant, a hospital emergency room, a 
colonial village, and life on a fictitious planet without ever leaving the 
classroom!   (Several teachers in our district were able to “renew” their 
classrooms after attending the RCA in June — see photo) 
 

She explained that teaching through songs, kinesthetic games, and 
other unique teaching strategies will motivate even the most restless 
learners. Her students consistently score among the highest in the 
state on standardized tests. Most importantly, she stated that the 
required curriculum can be taught in a way that reinforces academic 
rigor while making learning an adventure. 
 

The Foundation is excited that we were able to help our teachers 
become better teachers and thus help our students become better 
students!  Your financial support of the Foundation helped make this 
program possible...Thank you!   

FOUNDATION  FACTS 

Ron Clark Academy participant, Molly 
Kleine “remodeled” her 3rd grade class-

room at Nielson Elementary School. 
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Ron Clark Academy Speaker… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
The 19th Annual Rubber Duck Race held at Lake Storey was another great 
event!  This year we had some difficult challenges affecting the duck sales, 
but we had an anonymous donor issue a challenge to the schools to help 
spur duck sales and that really helped push sales the last week before the 
race.  A special thanks to all those who 
’adopted’ ducks this year and to the hard work 
our students, teachers, parents and board 

members —  we had both a fun event and a great fundraiser! 
 
The day started with the ’Beach Fun Run’ event which had eight 
school representatives  -  including several new teachers and 
administrators—competing for the “Traveling Ducky Award”.  

After running through a course of fun tasks 
on the beach, school representatives then 
climbed up on the water slide and flew 
down ’plucking’ the winning ducks!  The 
young students in the crowd enjoyed 
watching their teachers and principals get 
soaked and flipped into the water!   
 
For the first time ever, GHS—with Kyle Barshinger running, won the 

Beach Fun Run—taking home the “Traveling Ducky Award” and 
plucking this year’s Grand Prize winner. Churchill won the “Top School 
— Most Ducks in a Row” award and the “Most Improved Sales” award 
by selling 714 ducks which was an increase in sales of 40% over last year! 
Gale Elementary won the “Percentage Ducky” award - which is given to 
the school that sold the most ducks per student enrollment. (see photos). 

 
Our duck race helped us raise nearly $20,000 that will go right back 
to our schools.  In addition, the schools PTO’s or fundraising groups 
that sold ducks for their schools this year also received over $4,400!   
 
This year we have funded numerous projects, equipment and 
assemblies.  Lombard Middle School purchased  additional chargers 
that will be used with their Chromebooks.  The 1:1 computing 
initiative allows all students grade 6-12 to receive a Chromebook 
(laptop) and thus have the use of internet based programs.  District 
205 also needs these computers for electronic state testing.                                                            
 
Gale Elementary School duck dollars were used to renew the online 
academic intervention program known as “Study Island”. They have 
also purchased five additional Chromebooks to compliment the 1:1 
computing initiative in the district.   
 
 

(continued next page) 
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Hannah Burgland of Churchill,  
accepts both the Top School—Most 
Ducks in a Row and Most Improved 

Sales awards!   
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Tom Wallace, GPSF  President   
presents Jonathon Bradburn, 

Principal - Gale Elementary with  
the Percentage Ducky Award! 
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Kyle Barshinger,  GHS  
Associate Band Director,  

flies down the water slide to 
pluck the winning ducks  

after winning the  
Traveling Ducky Award! 

Duck Dollars helping our schools... 



 
 
In 2014, we welcomed  G & M Distributing as a new Top 
Sponsor.  In addition, Galesburg Anesthesiology graciously 
funded our 2nd place prize.  Thank you both!! 
 

A special THANK YOU to our Top Sponsors: 
The Register Mail, Knox County Neighbors, Galesburg 
Broadcasting—WGIL, FM95, 105.3 KFM & The Laser; G & M 
Distributing, Galesburg Anesthesiology and Comcast 
Spotlight.  
  

We also want to thank our Quacker Backers:   
CenturyLink, Crop Production, Elks Lodge #894, F & M Bank, 
First Midwest Bank, First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust, Bruce 
Foote Chevrolet, Galesburg Cottage Hospital, Galesburg 
Sunrise Rotary, Galesburg Toyota Scion, Happy Joe’s, The 
Hearing Clinic, Hy-Vee, Kehoe Eye Care, Key Outdoor Sign, 
Mangieri Electric, McGladrey, Midstate Manufacturing, 
Midwest Bank of Western Illinois, Tompkins State Bank, OSF St. Mary Medical Center, 
Wells Fargo Bank, Western IL Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, Yemm Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram and Yemm Ford. 

 

A special big THANKS to The Hearing Clinic and Dr. 
Peter Hauslein who won the Grand Prize of $2,000 
and donated it back to the Foundation!  It really helped 
us out this year with our duck race income (see photo). 
 

Finally, to all these businesses along with all those 
who donated prizes, gift certificates, freebies and 
time, we say THANK YOU!  We work hard to support 
our students and teachers by matching their 
educational needs with the resources of our 
dedicated donors and your donations make that all 
possible!   
 
 
 

 
Selecting an organization to donate to is a very personal decision.  We’d like to thank all those 
that choose to make the Galesburg Public Schools Foundation the recipient of their friends’ 
and loved ones memorial donations.  
   
This year, memorial donations were made in the names of Joseph Patterson, Marlene Hanson 
Brewer (GHS 1959), Norma Pico, Nancy S. Wilson, John S. Boydstun, Sheila Ann Grone Roehlk 
(GHS 1959) and Dorothy Varner Hershman (GHS 1949).   
 

These monies are used to help our students in many different ways.  Our condolences are 
extended to the family members and friends for their loss and we appreciate their thoughtful 
consideration of the Foundation. 
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Tom  Wallace, presents GHS  
Associate Band Director, Kyle  

Barshinger,  the award  
“Top School — Most  Ducks in a Row”  

       The Hearing Clinic won the Duck Race  
Grand Prize of $2,000 and   

DONATED it back to the Foundation!!  
Patti Bibo, Administrator of GPSF accepts the 

 donation from Dr. Peter Hauslein  

Duck Dollars helping our schools (cont’d)... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorials... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please help us save money!  If you would like to receive future mailings of our Foundation Facts  
newsletter and Annual Support letter, please send us an email at gpsf@grics.net and let us know! 

Thank you for your support! 



   
 
Yes, I want to support GPSF’s innovative educational opportunities for all District 205 students.  
   
My tax-deductible investment in education is: ___ $25 ___ $50 ___ $100 ___ $250 ___ $500 ___other. 
 
Name:        Phone: 
 
Address:        Year Graduated: 
 
My gift will be matched by                                               (company name).  Enclosed is my employer’s matching gift form. 
 
             I would like to volunteer my time or services to help the Foundation.                                     Fall 2014 
 

Please clip and return with your tax-deductible gift to:  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Thank you for your past support of the Galesburg Public Schools 
Foundation programs.  Educators today face many challenges.  The 
opportunities for youth today are limited only by the quality of their 
education.  We hope you will continue to support the Foundation in its 
endeavor to enhance our youth’s education...an education that prepares 
them for the next step in their lives and gives them the desire to be 
lifelong learners. 

 
The Galesburg Public Schools Foundation is a chartered, 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt not-for-
profit foundation.  The purpose of the Foundation is to raise funds to enhance and 
supplement educational, extracurricular and interscholastic programs in District 205, and to 
strengthen the relationship between the public schools and the community.   

 
 
The Foundation believes that effective community support is needed to provide 
the best educational opportunities for our children.  We are very fortunate to 
have a community that supports that belief and shows it through its generous 
gifts.   When you make a donation to the GPSF, you're saying that you won’t ac-
cept an average education in our community….that our students deserve the 
best.   Those that don’t have children in schools know  that strong public 
schools promote strong communities and that their donations help shape the 
future of Galesburg. 
 
There are many different ways to support the efforts of the Foundation  -  each 
a vitally important process that helps form the financial backbone of our  
Foundation.  Whether you have ‘adopted a duck’ during the Duck Race, sent in a memorial after the loss 
of a loved one or remembered us during our Annual Support  Campaigns...for those donations, we say 
thank you!   
 
Planned Giving is another way to donate to the Foundation.  Planned Gifts are popular because they 
can provide valuable tax benefits and/or income for life.  Most bequests are made through Wills, Life 
Insurance and Retirement Plans.  Please contact your attorney and/or tax advisors to get information on 
the benefits of these gifts.  Matching gifts from your employer are yet another way of       doubling 
your donation to the Foundation.  Please check with your employer to see if they offer this  option.  All 
gifts to the Foundation are tax-deductible and the students of District 205 say THANK YOU! 

Help us Help our Students Succeed! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Galesburg Public Schools Foundation (GPSF)   P.O. Box 687   Galesburg, Illinois  61401 

 Your Donation IS Important... 

 Every gift, no matter the size, makes a difference. 
 Who Are We... 


